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BY-LAWS OF THE Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce

MISSION STATEMENT

Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce exists for thmmmtion, support and development of new
and existing businesses, trade and economic it¢er@ghe Winthrop area, and for the mutual
benefit and representation of area municipalities their citizens.
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BY-LAWS OF THE Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce

ARTICLE ONE
NAME

This organization shall be known as Winthrop Ardea@ber of Commerce.

ARTICLE TWO
MEMBERSHIP

2.1 Eligibility for membership is open to any persdirectly or indirectly engaged in or interested
in trade, commerce or the economic and social weléé the citizens of the area. In addition any
association, corporation, society, partnershipptber such groups, directly or indirectly engaged
or interested in trade, commerce and/or the ecomamd social welfare of the area may become
members of the Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerdevbting power of such members shall
be assigned to a designated individual to casigiesvote.

2.2 Any member in good standing may propose amybédi person or organization as a candidate
for membership in the Winthrop Area Chamber of Caroa provided such candidate shall
undertake, if admitted, to be governed by the byslaof the Winthrop Area Chamber of
Commerce. The Board of Directors will considersaith proposals.

2.3 The Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce may rearicem the roll of members the name of
any member failing to pay annual dues within thiofgys of admission or of any member three
months after the date on which they fall due. Neember dues will be prorated to one-half the
dues amount if candidate is admitted during thesedhalf of the business year.

2.4 Pue il ha se atatli= 1IN a a ha 3
Jrst—ef—eaeh—yeaFDues WI|| be set annually in May y the BoardDm‘ectors to be assessed by
July 1st of each year. Amended Feb 9, 2005

2.5 Voting is limited to members in good standing.

2.6 Voting at all meetings shall be by show of leod, if requested by the President or acting
officer, by a standup vote. A roll call vote shiadl taken, if requested by five or more members,
provided such request receives the approval ofthivds of the members assembled. In the event
of a tie vote the matter shall be tabled for cosiation at a subsequent meeting to be decided by a
majority vote or the President, or presiding officenay cast a tie-breaking vote at his/her
discretion.

ARTICLE THREE
GOVERNANCE

3.1 Parliamentary procedures shall be followedlaheetings in accordance with “Roberts Rules
of Order”.

3.2 Officers and directors shall be elected bynieenbership at the Annual Meeting with terms
to commence-July October 1.
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BY-LAWS OF THE Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce

3.3 The Board of Directors of the Winthrop Area @iter of Commerce shall consist of:

1. President

2. Vice President

3. Treasurer

4. Secretary
each with a one year term of office. In additionese other members shall be elected from the
membership each year at the Annual Meeting (sedi@h Members elected to the Board of
Directors shall serve for a period of three yedfsr the first year only, the seven members will be
elected as follows: three for a period of one yéag for a period of two years and two for a
period of three years. Subsequent elections willdo a period of three years. Any five or more
members of the Board of Directors shall constitutpiorum. The Board of Directors may suspend
the membership to the Board of any member who mids®e or more consecutive meetings of
the Board. The Board of Directors shall be resgdador the general operation of the chamber.

3.4 No paid employee of the Winthrop Area Chamlde€Commerce shall be a member of the
Board of Directors. Officers of the Board of Diteis may grant Board of Directors
reimbursement of reasonable expenses.

3.5 The Board of Directors shall meet on a monlialgis. Directors’ meetings shall be open to all
members of the Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce mvhy attend but may not cast a vote.

3.6 No public pronouncements in the name of thethvap Area Chamber of Commerce may be
made unless authorized by the Winthrop Area Chamb€&€ommerce or by some person to whom
the Board of Directors or the President has deéegttis authority.

3.7 The President shall preside at all meetingh@®f\Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce and
of the Board of Directors. The President shall e Executive Officer of the Winthrop Area

Chamber of Commerce and shall be responsible tBtaed of Directors for the general control

and management of the Winthrop Area Chamber of Ceroenbusiness affairs. He/she shall
regulate the order of business at such meetingsvéhceceive and put forth lawful motions and

communications at the meeting. The President naaycppate in proceedings but may not vote
unless to break a tie.

3.8 The Vice President shall act in the absenebeoPresident.

3.9 The Treasurer shall have charge of all fundd@MWinthrop Area Chamber of Commerce and
shall deposit, or cause to be deposited, the samadinancial institution chosen by the Board of
Directors. Out of such funds the Treasurer shayl @mounts approved by the Board of Directors
and shall keep regular account of the income apemditures of the Winthrop Area Chamber of
Commerce and shall submit a statement thereofyatianre requested by the Board of Directors.
A three-member audit committee shall be appointedhb President each year or whenever the
President or Treasurer leaves office. The Audmmittee shall not include any officer. The
Audit committee shall review and verify the fina@aiecords of the chamber.

3.10 The secretary shall be responsible for keetiiagMinutes of the Winthrop Area Chamber of
Commerce, conducting its correspondence, retaimiogies of official documents and shall
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BY-LAWS OF THE Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce

perform all such other duties that properly perta@nthe office. The secretary shall maintain
accurate record of proceedings for the WinthropaAZdamber of Commerce and of the Board of
Directors. At the expiration of his/her term ofioé the Secretary shall deliver to the Winthrop
Area Chamber of Commerce all books, papers, semsother property of the Winthrop Area
Chamber of Commerce.

3.11 The Board of Directors may fill vacancies twre Board that may arise during the year.
Directors so appointed shall serve until the nexiual meeting.

ARTICLE FOUR
COMMITTEES

The President may appoint standing and ad hoc ctigesiat any meeting to address issues that
come before the Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce.

ARTICLE FIVE
MEETINGS

5.1 The Annual Meeting of the Winthrop Area Chamble€ommerce shall be held in the month
of May September each year -at-theregularly-scheduledrglemeetinga General Meeting or

Special General Meeting.

5.2 General Meetings shall be held on a monthlysbasd may be suspended for the summer
months by the Board of Directors. Twelve membghall constitute a quorum for voting
purposes at any general meeting including the dnmeating.

5.3 Special General Meetings of the Winthrop Ardei@ber of Commerce may be held at any
time when summoned by the President or requestednlyythree members of the Board of
Directors or any ten members of the Winthrop ArdeiGber of Commerce. At least five days
notice of such meetings shall be given with purpdearly stated. Special meetings of the Board
of Directors require at least a two days notice.

5.4 Board of Directors shall meet at least on atimlgrbasis and prior to the general meeting or as
called by the President.

5.5 The secretary shall post notice of all spani@étings of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE SIX
FISCAL YEAR

The Fiscal Year of the Winthrop Area Chamber ofm@eerce shall commence on the first
of July and end on the last of June of each year.
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BY-LAWS OF THE Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce

ARTICLE SEVEN
PROTECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

7.1 Limitation of Liability. Directors shall notebliable to this corporation except for their own
acts, neglects and defaults in bad faith. No thirscshall be liable out of their personal assets f
any obligation or liability incurred by this cormion or by the directors. The corporation alone
shall be liable for the payment or satisfactioralbfobligations and liabilities incurred in carrgin
on the affairs of this corporation.

7.2 Indemnification. Each member of the Board okEtors and each officer of the corporation
may at the discretion of the other members of tlbar® of Directors be indemnified by the
corporation against all loss, costs, damage, exgseasd charges reasonably incurred or suffered
in connection with the defense or reasonable setttd of any action, suit or proceeding to which
a director may be made a party by reason of tteiimig been a member of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE EIGHT
BY-LAWS

8.1 By-laws may be amended by a majority of memiuéréhe Winthrop Area Chamber of
Commerce present at any General Meeting if suchgza was given in writing by one member
and seconded by another member at a previous Gévieesing, at which there is a quorum, and
duly entered as a Minute of the Chamber. All pgggbamendments to the By-Laws shall be
provided by written notice to all members a minimafrfive days prior to the meeting at which
time the proposed amendment shall be voted upon.

8.2 Such By-laws shall be binding on all Membershaf Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce
and its officers and all other persons lawfully ends control.

ARTICLE NINE
DISSOLUTION

The Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce may be dissbivith the approval of a two-thirds

majority of the members present. Upon dissolutioa officers shall, after paying or making
provision for the payment of all the liabilities tfie Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce,
dispose of the assets of the Winthrop Area Charab&ommerce exclusively for the purposes
stated in the Mission Statement. Repository of Bob Minutes and other Chamber materials
shall be in the Winthrop Public Library for a petiof no less than five years.

DEFINITION OF TERMS
“Members in good standing” are all members whosesdare paid for the current year.

Wherever the words “Winthrop area” or “Area” apyeeriis understood to mean Winthrop and the
surrounding communities.
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BY-LAWS OF THE Winthrop Area Chamber of Commerce

Wherever the word “Chamber” appears it is undesttm mean Winthrop Area Chamber of
Commerce

DATE APPROVED: December 9, 2003

DATES AMENDED: February 9, 2005 (Article 2.4)

May 28, 2009 (Articles 3.2, 5.1 and removeeddhr)
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