Chamber News

FROM GARDENING TO GOLF: ANNOUNCING
WINTHROP AREA CHAMBER'’S LINE-UP OF SPRING EVENTS

April Breakfast Meeting
FEATURES WINTHROP Y

he network of more than 2,500 YMCASs in the
US is one of the largest community service
organizations in the nation. YMCAs are
committed to helping children, families, and
individuals reach their full potential. YMCASs serve
thousands of communities—including those here in the
Winthrop Lakes Region.
The Winthrop Area YMCA,
the only non-facility YMCA in
Maine, offers programs that
focus on youth and family
activities. It’s open to
everyone in the Winthrop
area; financial assistance is
available so everyone can
participate. The Winthrop
Area YMCA also functions as
the Winthrop Recreation Department, offering more 30
summer programs, ranging from swimming lessons to
theater camp.

At the Chamber breakfast meeting on
Thursday, April 8, Lonney Steeves, Branch
Executive of the Winthrop Area
YMCA, will speak about the
YMCA'’s breadth of activities
and programs.

“The Winthrop Area
YMCA'’s youth sports
and open gym are a big
part of what we do, but
we offer so much more
than baseball, basketball, and
soccer,” says Steeves. “Our programs
range from the only Junior Basketball Officials
program in Maine to the Kids Club afterschool
program for 3", 4™ and 5™ grade students to the Youth
in Government (Model Legislature) program for Maine
teens.”

April 2010

Although the
Winthrop Area
YMCA has no
facility, efforts are
underway to
develop the
old ambu-
lance service
building into
a community
center. The proposed
community center would serve as a teen center as well
a location for community groups to meet.

In addition to his role as Branch Executive,
Steeves serves as Recreation Director for the Town of
Winthrop and Program Director for the Maine YMCA
Youth in Government. He is a graduate of the
University of Maine at Presque Isle and has been with
the Winthrop Area YMCA for 26 years.

The Chamber breakfast meeting on Thursday,
April 8 will be held at the Winthrop Area Federal
Credit Union (located at the intersection of Route 202
and Highland Avenue in Winthrop). The cost is $5 per
person, to be paid at the door. A light breakfast will be
provided beginning at 7:15 am and the meeting will
start at 7:30 am and end promptly at 8:30 am. The
meeting, which is generously sponsored by Brian S.

Berry & Associates, CPAs, is open to the public. No
reservations are required.
For more detailed information, please go to
www.winthropchamber.org, call 207-377-8020,
or send an email to
info@winthropchamber.org.

SEE PAGE 2 FOR MORE EVENTS INFO.
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Membership Drive/BAH Event
SLATED FOR APRIL 22

pril is a great month for reconnecting with
Acolleagues and friends and reinvigorating
oneself and others. And, there’s perhaps
no more refreshing and stimulating place for
celebrating such springtime
renewal than at a nursery!
—J So be sure to join
Chamber colleagues and
prospective members at
%>~ the April Business After
° Hours and Membership
Drive at DR Struck
Landscape Nursery (Route 202 in Winthrop).
Current Chambers are encouraged to bring
prospective Chamber members to the event, which
will take place on Thursday, April 22 from 5to 7
pm. Featured activities will include
viewing fun, new gifts for the
gardener; wandering through
new plant displays; enjoying
door prizes, refreshments, and
10% off all sales
during the event.
To RSVP: Call S A~
207-395-4112 or
email drstruck
@fairpoint.net.
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Upcoming Events Include BAH
HOSTED BY FOCW & LAKESIDE

Upcoming Chamber events include the ever-
popular May Business After Hours at Lakeside
Motel & Marina on Lake Cobbossee. The event,
hosted by the Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed
and Lakeside Motel & Marina, will be held on
Wednesday, May 19, from 5 to 7pm. For
information about this and other upcoming
Chamber events, be sure to visit
www.winthropchamber.org.

SAVE THE DATE: MONDAY, JULY 19
6TH ANNUAL GOLF SCRAMBLE
SEE PAGE 5 FOR DETAILS

Member News &
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ugusta Fuel Company (AFC) recently
redesigned its website and established a
presence on Facebook. Be sure to check

out their enhanced site at www.augustafuel.com
and become a fan of AFC on Facebook.

April 22 from 4:30
and more.

to 7:30 pm.
Participants will

The program, led by David Rocque, Maine
Department of Agriculture Certified Soil Scientist,

In recognition of Earth Day 2010, the
Kennebec Land Trust will host the program,
“Soil Is Not Dirt,”
RE N

learn why some soils
have rocks in them,
while other soils don’t,
how soil layers form,
will feature a one-hour presentation followed by a
field session. Participants may attend one or both
sessions.

= 4:30 pm: Presentation session at Hallowell

on Thursday,
what a hydric (wetland soil) is,
City Hall, 1 Winthrop Street, Hallowell.

= 5:30: Field session at Jamies Pond Wildlife
Management Area, Outlet Road,
Hallowell.

Co-sponsored by the Hallowell Conservation
Commission, the program is free and open to the
public. For more information and/or directions,
call the Kennebec Land Trust at 207-377-2848.

The next Fish Chowder Luncheon at the
Winthrop Congregational Church will be held
on Friday, April 16 from 11:30 am to 1 pm. The
luncheon features homemade fish chowder,
crackers, hot biscuits, pickles, pies, and beverages
for only $6. Take-out is available.

0 you have news about your business that
you’d like to share with your Chamber
colleagues? Send an email message to

info@winthropchamber.org and we’ll put it in the
Chamber News.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER!!!

Tubby’s Ice Cream

Serving natural ice cream, hot fudge, and toppings
made from scratch, using only the finest cream, sugar,
eggs, and other ingredients. Also offering family fare,
including lobster rolls, hot dogs, cheese steaks, and
more. Named one of the best ice cream stands in New
England by Boston Magazine.

176 Main Street in Wayne
Opening in May: 41 Main Street in Winthrop
Phone: 207-685-8181
Contact: Skip Strong

Email: skip@tubbysicecream.com
Web: www.tubbysicecream.com

Maine Brownfields Conference:
APRIL 6 IN AUGUSTA

he Maine Brownfields Conference 2010

will provide a forum for sharing

information, success stories, and lessons
learned that will lead to brownfields site
development and economic growth. Geared
toward attorneys, consultants, developers, lenders,
and regulators, the conference will be held from
8:30 am to 4 pm on Tuesday, April 6 at the
Augusta Civic Center. To register, go to
www.mainebrownfields2010.com or contact Jean
Firth, Maine Department of Environmental
Protection, at jean.m.firth@maine.gov or
207-287-2651.
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2010 Maine Downtown Institute
SESSIONS CONTINUE

iscover how to tap your assets to stimulate

your town’s economy, save historic

buildings, promote local businesses, and
develop community leadership. All sessions will

be held on Friday mornings from 9 am to noon at
City Center in Augusta.

April 9: Green Design (special bonus session)
May 14: Market Analysis

September 10: Fundraising

October 15: Marketing 101

December 3: Strategic Planning

For information, please contact Roxanne Eflin,
Program Director, at 207-229-9465 or reflin
@mdf.org.

Friday Forums on Retail
SUCCESS CONTINUE

wo sessions are left in the series of Friday
forums that have been designed to boost
retail success in the new economy.
Sponsored by the Maine SBDC and the
Greater Freeport Chamber of Commerce, each
forum is only $25 (including buffet breakfast). To
register, go to https://www.mainesbdc.org/
events/retailport/register.cfm.

Donna Fichtner, Selecting and Sustaining
Frontline Superstars, Friday, April 30, 7:30 am
to noon, Harraseeket Inn, Freeport

Hospitality workforce trainer and past chair of the
Maine Tourism Commission, Donna Fichtner, will
discuss developing customized strategies for
building outstanding sales and service teams.

Rick Segel, The Art of Making More Money
from Your Retail Business, Friday, May 14,
7:30 am to noon, Harraseeket Inn, Freeport
Rick Segel, a nationally known retail expert and
speaker, will offer insights about making more
money from your business and discovering the
“new customer” that has emerged from the
slowing economy.
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Free Regional Job Fair to Be
HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 26

egional employers are invited to

participate in this great recruitment

opportunity to be held on Wednesday,
May 26 from 3:30 to 7 pm at the Warsaw Middle
School Gym and Cafeteria, 167 School Street,
Pittsfield. Resource providers will be available
and workshops will be offered. The job fair is
sponsored by the Ken-Som (Kennebec-Somerset)
Transition Team and the Town of Pittsfield. For
more information and to register, contact Kathryn
Ruth, Pittsfield Town Office, at 207-487-3136 or
townmanager@pittsfield.org.

@) Best Places to
Work in ME

Five Years of Fostering

WORKPLACE EXCELLENCE

The Maine State Council of the Society for
Human Resources Management (SHRM) has
kicked off the fifth annual “Best Places to Work in
Maine” program, which recognizes companies
that have established and consistently fostered
outstanding workplace environments.

“It is easy for companies to get complacent
with employee retention programs during tough
economic times,” said David Pease, president of
the SHRM Maine State Council. “But this is a
critical time for employers to get ready for the
rebound and have the right tools to retain the great
talent they have employed and be in a position to
recruit top talent. The ‘Best Places to Work’
program provides the valuable data employers
need to grow.”

All participating companies receive an
employee feedback report that may be used to
make improvements in workplace culture. The
report includes summarized employee engagement
and satisfaction data, the Maine Benchmark
Report, and a transcript of employee written
comments.

Any company with at least 15 employees in
the state of Maine is encouraged to participate.
Companies selected as a “Best Place to Work in
Maine” will be announced at a gala event in the
fall and featured in a statewide publication
published by Mainebiz.

Interested companies can apply to participate
at www.bestplacestoworkme.com. The deadline
for registration is May 28.
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WINTHROP AREA
CHAMBER Of COMMERCE

Serving the Winthrop Lakes Region

6™ Annual Golf Scramble

Monday, July 19th
Springbrook Golf Club

Sponsored by the Winthrop Area Federal Credit Union

Shotgun Start —12:30 PM (Rain or Shine)
Registration/Lunch - 11:30 AM
$260 per foursome (includes cart)
18 Holes Followed by Social Hour (Hor s d’ oeuvr)es & .

Closest to Pin & Long Drive Contests and other Great Prizesll|

Entry fee is $260 per foursome.
Entry forms are available at Winthrop Area Federal Credit Union
or Kennebec Savings Bank

For more information, call the Chamber @ 207-377-8020.
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